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2 CUED UP: Deepa Soul

As Is!

You've heard it before; the tough-
luck tale of many a freshman dance
act: Girl has talent, girl links with
upstart producer, girl records hot
track, girl gets hot track co-opted
by established vocalist and is back
to square one. It happened to
Deepa Soul. But unlike most would-
bes and also-rans, the New
Orleans-born Brooklyn resident did-
n't go running home to momma—
she came back hard.

“It was a rude awakening,”
Deepa says. “I'm not into being cut-
throat, but | had to back up after-
ward and say, “You know what
Deepa? You're going to be prepared
next time.™

She was. In 2000, Deepa shot
back with the single “Nowhere
Love,” and this time, she wasn’t
playin’ around. Produced by Junior
Vasquez, the track quickly became a
hit at his Twilo bashes, eventually
finding its way anto his Nervous
Breakdown compilation of 2001,

Now —older, wiser to the dirty
dealings of the music biz and with
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mare understanding of her identity
as an artist than ever—the sassy
sanger is ready 1o unleash her |atest
Vasqguez collaboration: a cover of
Gladezz's 1993 stormer “As | Am.”

“We went through several differ-
ent ways to do it,” Deepa says of the
recarding process. “We would do it
the classic way, and then Junior was
like, ‘Mo, let's go back to the draw-
ing board.’ Then | started coming up
with different vamps and before you
knew it, we took parts of different
takes and created the final mix.”

*| identified with [the songl,”
Deepa says. “For me, it's my mantra.
We should all be ourselves. Thess
days, it's all about reality television
this and reality television that—let's
have some reality outside of the tele-
vision, okay?" And Deepa Soul’s life
isn't just real—it's really up in your
face. “1 was being told, ‘You can't be
openly gay! It's never going to work!™
she spouts. “l am so tired of people
saying that you can't be who you are!
Gay people inspire others through
fashion, art and music, so why not?”

MO HAWK
Deepa Soul's name isn't
just a moniker;

'S'a mantra,

It too Deepa a long time to come
to that conclusion. “Growing up in the
deep south with a Baptist upbringing
and geing to an all-girls’ academy run
by a bunch of nuns,
| knew that | was different form every-
one else, so | had to tap into another
energy to survive,” Deepa says. "That
energy was my inner self.”

That's Deepa Soul: no apolo-
gies, no excuses and—and no
regrets. “It was all part of the leamn-
ing curve for me,” she says of the
past hardships that made her the
person she is today. “It surprised me
to learn how people can do you like

here | am." We'll take it. N
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If the spring’s demanding circuit party schedule has made you a regular in area airports,
chances are you've seen these babies already—you can’t walk through a terminal in

Laguardia without spotting a kiosk manned by one of the Bose boys hawking these bahies.
But Bose's QuietComfort 2 Noise Cancelling Headphones can benefit you in mid-flight and
on solid ground. Utilizing patented technology, these earpieces constantly c_élcuIate the deci-
bel level of sound in your vicinity, then, broadcasting white noise through your ’phones at the
exact opposite decibel level, you're treated with that rarest of gifts in New York City: com-

‘plete and total silence! For some Gothamites, that perk alone is worth the headphones’ $300

price tag. Now, you can strut along Eighth Avenue and listen to your favorite tunes without
the distraction of car horns or cat calls messin® with your groove. Of course, you have the
option of turning the noise can:cel'la'ﬁon off if you want to hear the catcalls coming your way.
Just remember to look both ways before crossing any streets. bose.com
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